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TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
VISITOR COMMUTING 
(73%)
STAFF COMMUTING (1%)
ON-SITE VEHICLE USAGE (1%)
ALLERTON PARK
CLIMATE ACTION PLAN
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TRANSPORTATION-RELATED EMISSIONS
REGIONAL ACCESSIBILITY
In 2008, UIUC committed to the goal of carbon neu-
trality by 2050. The Illinois Climate Action Plan 
(iCAP) provided baseline emissions measurements 
and guidelines for achieving this goal. The iCAP 
served as the prototype for the Allerton Park Cli-
mate Action Plan (APCAP), the first of a series of 
plans incorporating greater detail. 
The APCAP includes current rates of greenhouse gas 
emissions, ambitious targets for achieving carbon net 
neutrality by 2035, strategies for reducing energy and 
resource usage, and recommendations for funding and 
implementing sustainability initiatives.  
While transportation accounts for approximately 75% 
of park emissions, only a small fraction of those emis-
sions are a direct result of park operations and em-
ployee and volunteer commuting. The remaining 
73% is attributable to visitor commuting. In the 
APCAP, emissions from visitor commuting are said 
to be negated by carbon sequestration taking place 
in the forest preserve and natural areas at Allerton 
Park. 
The Transportation Plan recognizes that further 
reducing emissions from commuting will expedite Al-
lerton’s journey to carbon neutrality, and assist the uni-
versity in their collective sustainability commitments. 
Accessibilitty - Maximize access for local residents and 
UIUC faculty and students
Climate Change and Energy Use - Decrease the use 
of fossil fuels through reduced travel demand, tech-
nological advancements, and a transition to renew-
able energy sources
Environment - Protect and restore Allerton Park’s 
natural resources
Quality of life - Create excellent places and develop 
valuable amenities to increase the quality of the re-
gion
Health & Safety - Encourage healthy and active lifestyles 
for all visitors, including pedestrians
Additional transportation options will enhance Allerton 
Park’s connectivity to the surrounding area, and will help 
to cement its status as a valuable community space. 
Allerton Park should immediately begin implementing 
the Shared Use Path Plan and bike sharing program 
to provide bicycling infrastructure. Incentives should 
be provided to encourage efficient driving behav-
ior, greater fuel efficiencies, ride-sharing, and active 
transportation. 
Allerton Park should commit to only purchasing vehi-
cles for the park fleet with the highest fuel-efficiencies. 
Electric and Biodiesel fuel options should be explored 
for fleet vehicles.  
TRANSPORTATION POLICIES
ALTERNATIVE FUELS
PUBLIC TRANSIT OPTIONS
ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION
Transportation accounts for roughly 75% of 
Allerton Park’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emis-
sions. Transportation data was derived from 
a number of assessments, including visitor 
counts, retreat center registration informa-
tion, staff surveys, and measures of fuel con-
sumption. 
The Transportation Master Plan includes the 
following targets for reducing GHG emis-
sions related to staff commuting and fleet 
vehicles from the FY2011 baseline:
a) 30 percent by 2015
b) 40 percent by 2020
c) 50 percent by 2025
Allerton Park is currently accessible by vehicle from three entrances: A main en-
trance on Old Timber Road to the north, a secondary entrance from Allerton Road, 
and a tertiary entrance from County Road 450 East.
Approximately 40,000 vehicle trips were made to Allerton Park in the last year. 
Most of these trips originate in Monticello and Champaign-Urbana and the neigh-
boring areas. No transit options currently exist to connect Allerton Park to those 
locations.
Motorized vehicle trips between Allerton Park and Monticello consume 0.5 gallons 
of fuel and emit 11.4 pounds of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, on average. Any  
regular reduction in vehicle miles traveled will greatly contribute to the overall sus-
tainability of the park. 
Shared Use Path Plan and Bicycle Master Plan: 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Infrastructure
Bike Sharing Program
Bicycle Parking Facilities
Shower accessibility for staff members
Bicycle feeder routes from Monticello and surrounding area
Negotiating regional transportation solutions with Champaign County 
Rural Transit Authority 
Car sharing programs (e.g. ZipCar)
Shuttles/buses during peak times and special events
Biodiesel fuels available from University of Illinois
Electric vehicles (with solar-powered recharging station)
High-efficiency traditional fuel vehicles
Carpooling/ride-sharing incentives for staff
Peripheral parking for able-bodied employees/visitors
“Guaranteed Ride Home” policy
Efficient driving education
Flexible scheduling and telecommuting
EMISSIONS-REDUCTION STRATEGIES
Corey J. Buttry
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Department of Urban and Regional Planning
Advisor: Brian Deal
ALLERTON PARK & SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORTATION IN RURAL COMMUNITIES
